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IN THIS ISSUE 

2017 was an extremely busy year for MYSA-Ajax.  

For instance, we moved into a beautiful office with 

plenty of space to move around.  This has helped us 

become much more efficient in helping our 

members! 

Looking Back 

This past year, MYSA-Ajax was pleased to announce 

their affiliation with US Soccer Academy.  This 

program has been overseen and coached by Dave 

De Hart.   

In October of 2017, we held our Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) and award ceremony.  We also 

welcomed several new Board of Directors for a new 

term that will begin January of 2018.     

Looking Forward 

2018 will be as busy as ever!  Look at the Club 

Calendar for our upcoming programs that are 

available!   

 

 

 

Modesto Soccer 

Foundation 
The Modesto Soccer 

Foundation was founded to provide the Central Valley community a unique way to 

financially assist their local soccer players and strengthen the programs provided by 

one of the largest soccer clubs in California.   

See Page 2 

 

 

 

CLUB NEWS 
 

 

MYSA Office Hours 

Tues-Thurs: 10 am to 6 pm 

Friday- 10 am to 4:30 pm 

Closed Sat-Mon 
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MYSA-Ajax would like to congratulate our 2017 

Member of the year, Barbara Almanza!  Barbara has 

been a MYSA-Ajax Board Member for three years 

and has served two years as the President and Co-

Founder of the Modesto Soccer Foundation Inc.  

Barbara’s involvement with MYSA-Ajax began 20 

years ago; her three son’s each played for MYSA-

Ajax and they went on to referee, volunteer, and 

coach for the association.   

The Modesto Soccer Foundation (MSF) was 

established in May of 2016 to assist the players of 

MYSA-Ajax.  Thanks to the MSF Scholarship Fund, 

an expanding number of players of Recreation and 

Competitive leagues have been able to participate 

in our MYSA-Ajax programs.  Without Barbara’s had 

work. Dedication, and perseverance, the MSF would 

still be just a “great idea”.  The MSF is an approved 

nonprofit 501 (c) 3 corporation.   

 

 

 

  

BARBARA’S HIGHLIGHTS 

• President/ Co-Founder Modesto Soccer 

Foundation 

• MYSA-Ajax Marketing Director 

• MYSA product store administrator 

• Photographer/Facebook administrator 

including game-day action   

    photos. 

Modesto Soccer 

Foundation 
 

by Name Style 
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2017 MYSA COACH OF THE YEAR 

 

   

 

MYSA Fall Recreational Coach Of The 

Year 

Congratulations to Greg Hoagland and 

Chris Valdivia for jobs well done!  Each 

of these coaches received many 

recommendations from parents and 

players.  The impact that you make on 

these players will remain forever in their 

memory!   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The 2017 Fall season has come to 

an end.  We hope that you enjoyed 

the season as much as we did.   

This season brought almost 2600 

players aging from 4 years of age to 

18 years of age.  There were over 

200 teams.  It takes MYSA staff six 

to eight months to plan for a 

season.  In fact, we are beginning 

our planning for the 2018 Fall 

Season.  

Room for Improvement 

There were several issues with 

Shoob Photography.  This did not go 

unnoticed by MYSA-Ajax.  Carlos 

Zavala and Dennis O’Brien met with 

Shoob to address these issues.   

MYSA Mini Season 

Congratulations to all players who 

tried out and made a Mini Season 

team!  We had record numbers at 

try outs this year with lots of talent.  

Coaches had their work cut out for 

them when choosing their teams.  

Approximately 200 players who 

played in the fall recreation season 

came out and showed off their 

skills.  There were two teams per 

age group formed.  Games begin 

in January.   

 

 

2018 UPCOMING MYSA-AJAX EVENTS 

• MYSA Spring Recreation League-        

Registration closes January 29, 2018.  

Season begins March 3, 2018. 

• Foot Skills Camp begins February 20, 

2018  

• March 1, 2018- MYSA Fall 

Registration opens 

• Men’s League Registration open.  

Season begins January 26, 2018 

• Coed League Registration Open. 

Season Begins February 18, 2018 

 

  

MYSA Recreation Programs 
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Congratulations Coaches 
Ricky Moreno [left] with Ajax United 

06G Green 2 and Dave De Hart 

[right} Ajax United 06B 

Development Academy received 

glowing recommendations from 

parents and players for all of their 

hard work and dedication.  Well 

done coaches!   
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       2017 AJAX COACH OF THE YEAR 

Ajax United 03G Green NPL Champion League Qualifier     

By:  NorCal Premier 

All three Champions League berths in the NPL 1 East were 

wrapped up heading into the weekend, meaning that only 

the division title was left to decide between qualifiers 

Davis Legacy, Ajax United, and Central California Soccer 

Alliance. While Ajax (17 points) won both of their games 

over the weekend, including a 2-1 result over Davis, the 

Legacy’s four-point lead over Ajax heading into the 

weekend proved imperative. Still, Central California (16 

points) could have topped the division with a win over the 

Legacy Sunday, but Davis pulled out a 1-0 result and 

ended top of the table with 18 points. Fourth-place San 

Juan heads to the NPL 1 in the spring, while fifth-place 

Union Sacramento will play in the NPL 2. 

 
 

Ajax United Football Club 
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Congratulations Ryan 

Chase 
A referee that is a favorite of 

players, coaches, and parents.    By: Mark Chase, Referee Coordinator 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

Resting between games!  Sometimes a referee 

will begin their day at 8 am and end it at 9 pm! 

 

 

 

 

       2017 REFEREE OF THE YEAR 

 

 

Referee Corner 

With the end of the recreational season, the question 
comes up to me about becoming a referee and how that 
process works. We have friends who are seeing their 
classmates and/or teammates out refereeing games on 
the weekend and want to know how to get involved with 
becoming a referee. I also have parents who see this as 
a way for their child to make some money and gain 
some work skills in the process. Becoming a soccer 
official is a great way for any person to enjoy the sport 
they love, give back to the game they love and help 
make some money working in the sport they love. 
 
We have some officials who just want to make extra 
money, some who do it as part of working with other 
family members spending time together working and 
some who use it for making some extra vacation money 
and/or project money for other hobbies they may have. 
Whatever you reason the way you get started is by 
contacting the local club assignor and checking when 
the next referee class is scheduled. MYSA holds 3-4 
classes a year (mostly during the Spring) for offering 
individuals the chance to become new referees. If you 
or a family member is looking at becoming a referee 
and want more information, please contact the referee 
assignor. This information can be found on the MYSA 
web page under the Ref Info area 


